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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To reduce energy-losing of ultraviolet rays due to the 
water content and enable various germs attached to clothing, to be 
effectively sterilized by arranging a circulating route for circulating 
hot air, and an irradiating means for irradiating this drum interior 
with the ultraviolet rays, and by irradiating on the one side of the 
lapse rate drying process of a clothing drying process and a 
following process, on the irradiating means. 

CONSTITUTION: At a time point when a lapse rate drying process 
is started, an irradiating means 1 6 for irradiation with ultraviolet rays 
having sterilizing effect irradiates. A state that the lapse rate drying 
process is started is detected by a temperature difference between 
a thermistor A17 for detecting the circulating air temperature of 
high temperature and high humidity generated from a drum 14, and a 
thermistor B1 8 for detecting a circulating air temperature heat- 
exchanged with a heat exchanging type fan 1 5. In other words, the 
temperature difference between the thermistor A17 and the 
thermistor B18 which is constant in a constant rate drying process 
B is made greater when the lapse rate drying process C is started, 
and so a gradient is generated on the temperature difference. At a 
time point when this gradient is turned into a specified gradient, 
electric signal is fed to the irradiating means 16, and light is put on 
for a fixed time. As an irradiating pattern, it is the most effective 
that irradiation is performed in the lapse rate drying process and 
light is put out at the same time as the completion of operation. 
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